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Monday, October S, 1981 

THE OSWALD EXHUMATION 


Second burial 

« • I j' , • • ‘ * - %>'>*- V- 

lacks eulogy, 
solemn rites 


By Brad Bailey 

Staff Writer of The News 

No scriptures were read. No kind 
words were said. 

Lee Harvey Oswald was reinterred 
Sunday afternoon at Rose Hill Burial 
Park in Fort Worth with even less 
ceremony than at his burial in 1963, 
when reporters were drafted to serve’ 
as pallbearers and a minister was 
brought out of retirement to read 
from the 23d Psalm and St. John. 

The four gravediggers listened to 
the Dallas Cowboys game on the 
truck radio and sat on the new vault 
as they waited for the remains to be 
returned to the gravesite after an au- 
topsy in Dallas. 

They smoked cigarettes and took 
occasional swigs of water out of a red 
picnic jug until the anti-climactic 3- 
car funeral procession led by Law- 
rence Wood, a retired Fort Worth po- 
lice captain riding a motorcycle, 
pulled into view. 

Security guards picked cockle- 
burrs out of their socks and, passing 
the 5-foot mound next to the 7-by-7 
foot hole in the earth, shielded their 
eyes from the blowing red dush. 

Absolute Security Co. had evicted 
all sightseers from the cemetery. 

"Be nice to the public, boys, the 
TV cameras are rolling. Watch them; 


they'll probably try to bluff their way 
back in," one security officer said. 
But the group of about 75 spectators 
and 20 or so journalists were for the 
most part well-behaved. 

Among those in the crowd, mostly 
neighborhood people who had grown 
up in the shadow of Oswald’s grave, 
were Southwest Seminary students 
Tim Evans and Richard Morrell. 

“It’s fine with me to break into the 
grave if it answers the questions,” Ev- 
ans said. 

Said Morrell, ’’It's interesting be- 
cause it's part of history. I think his 
soul is probably in hell or wherever 
it went, and they’re just fooling with 
the body, so I don’t see any religious 
significance to the disinterment.” 

Another bystander was more 
blunt in stating his reason for being 
there: "It ain’t every day you get to 
see Lee Harvey Oswald’s coffin." 

■Hie only witnesses authorized to 
be inside the cemetery were security 
officers patrolling the fence to keep 
the media and the public out, ceme- 
tery officials, and, watching from her 
station wagon, Marina Oswald Porter. 

There wasn’t much to witness. 

Four men wrested Oswald’s new 
beige coffin out of the black hearse 
and into the new shiny-steel Arkan- 
sas Casket Co. vault brought Sunday 
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The Dallas Morning News: Jay Godwin 

Pallbearers place the vault top over Oswald’s casket before it is lowered back into the ground. 


morning to replace the water-dam- 
aged one in which the remains of 
Oswald had spent the past 18 years. 

Foreman John Dougherty per- 
formed the reinterment, using a 
backhoe. 

It took two minutes for gra- 
vediggers Jerry Walden, his brother. 


Darryl, and David Shetter to hook 
chains to the vault Dougherty, at the 
controls, said, “Don’t get it too short, 
boys. Watch your hands." 

David Stetter stood atop the 
mound, directing. “Come foward, 
come forward, a little more, little 
more, more, more — hold it!” 

Dougherty hit a lever, and 


Oswald's remains began the slow de- 
scent back into the soil they had left 
less than eight hours before. “Slowly, 
slowly now,” Stetter said. Then, 
“Great.” 

Dougherty backed the rig away, 
then approached the mound from the 
west. The clods fell on the new vault 
with a hollow, gonging sound, while 


off in the distance, over the wind, a 
crow called. 

As a security official got into his 
car, preparing to leave, one of his of- 
ficers called out, "See you later. Well 
do it again.” 

He paused before answering. “I 
hope not," he said. 





